
From the desk of the President: 

Sisters and Brothers of the great Department of Maryland. I hope you had 

an enjoyable Thanksgiving. I have a lot to be thankful for this year and I 

owe a huge thank you to all of you for doing the great work that you are 

doing to support our veterans. If you have any feedback on how we are 

sending out the information or the type of information we are sending out, 

please let us know how we can do a better job.  

I have completed my first visits to all the districts. I may revisit some 

districts to give them the assistance that they have requested. I am so 

impressed by what I have heard reported by the auxiliaries at each of the 

district meetings. The only question I still have is with all these great 

Auxiliary reports, why are my chairmen not reporting that they are 100% reported in their programs? You 

are doing the work, all you need to do is fill out the reports and brag about your accomplishments. If you 

have any questions on what is reportable, please feel free to reach out to the chairmen. They will be more 

than happy to guide you.  

To my District Presidents, you are all doing great work in keeping your auxiliaries active. Keep up the great 

work District Presidents. I am relying on you to be my eyes and ears around the department. Keep in mind 

I cannot address an issue of which I am unaware. Please do not hesitate to reach out to me or any other 

department officer if you need anything.  

The Eastern Convention was a great time. If you missed it, you missed a great opportunity for some great 

fellowship. This was my first bus trip for me with the department. The stories of the bus trips from the past 

are accurate. We had a great time on the bus with members from Maryland and Delaware. At roll count, 

MD had the most people in attendance at the conference. Way to go MD. One of the big things I learned, 

is that the Eastern Conference is last in membership among the conferences. MD is second in the Eastern 

Conference, behind Delaware. We need to work on that. Expect more information from our membership 

coach, Felicia Weeks, and our membership Chairman Debbie Sturgis.  

Our next event is the Christmas Convention on Dec 10th at VFW Post 5118. Libby sent out a flyer with the 

details. I am encouraging all of you to make your best effort to attend. I am always impressed by the work 

that goes into this event and I feel that this year will be a memorable event for all those in attendance. 

Debbie and Betty Ann are asking for centerpieces (3ft or smaller Mardi Gras decorated tree) and 2 dozen 

cookies with the recipe for deserts. Doors open at 9:00 am.  

I would like to give a big thank you to all the auxiliaries that are working with their post in supporting the 

Scholarship program. By this, I am talking about the Patriot’s Pen and Voice of Democracy. We will be 

having the winners from all the districts forwarded to the state this month. We will have our State ceremony 

in January. More information on the details of the state awards ceremony will come out as we get closer to 

the date.  

I recently received an important email that I want to share with you. Here is an expert from the National 

Adjutant General “Here is another update on VFW actions regarding the PACT Act. As I mentioned last 

week, while we’re celebrating this great victory, our mission continues – What’s next is that we now must 

do everything possible to ensure EVERY veteran is made aware and has the opportunity to meet with a 

VFW Accredited Service Officer.  Through a short series of questions, veterans can determine whether 

they’re likely eligible for VA benefits and request to be contacted by a VFW Accredited Service Officer. 

Our system will capture their answers and generate a referral. The veteran will then be contacted by a VFW 



service officer within one week. Please note the URL or link is www.pactactinfo.org. Making this site 

available is just phase one of our large-scale effort to make certain every veteran meets with us. We’ll soon 

start nationwide promotion and will need your help getting the word out, so we’re developing a toolkit for 

you to use in your communication vehicles to make certain we reach EVERY veteran.” 

The State Commander and My joint project is raising funds for the scholarship programs. The money raised 

from this will allow the winners to get more money at the state level. This is for all four of our programs 

Patriot’s Pen, Voice of Democracy, Young American Creative Patriotic Art Contest (YACPAC) 2D and 

3D. Please send any donations to our Department Treasurer, Jackie Kimball, and earmark them for State 

Joint Project.  

I know this is repetitive, however, the message is very important. We need to all remember why we joined 

the Auxiliary in the first place. I know for me, it was to serve the veterans. I am pretty sure that is true with 

most of you. For me, this is never about personal recognition; I am focused on how we can best serve those 

that need us. Please keep that in the back of your mind when you are having a tough time seeing eye to eye 

with each other. We all should have that in common. With that commonality, we should be able to build 

very strong and enduring bonds with members from both the VFW and the Auxiliary.  

You can always go to the Department website to get the latest information, the Department directory, 

program report forms, and a calendar of events to list a few of the resources. Our Department Secretary, 

Libby Dalla Tezza, does a phenomenal job at updating the website. Please go to https://vfwauxmd.org/ and 

do some looking around. There is a lot of great information that I find every time I go on that site.    

In closing, I would like to thank all of you that continue to volunteer in the hospitals and the community. It 

really warms my heart when I talk to you and find out some of the great things that you do day after day. 

This is why we, the Department of Maryland, will always be the “Beast from the East.” I hope you all have 

a very enjoyable holiday season and please be safe. I want to see all of you as we come into a New Year 

ready to support our veterans.  

 
Wayne LaFleur 

Department President 

 “Let the Good Times Roll with the Veterans.”   
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